Gastrointestinal effects of the extracts of Rhigiocarya racemifera (Menispermaceae).
The gastrointestinal effects of the aqueous extract of Rhigiocarya racemifera was studied in rats and was compared with that of cimetidine. Ulcers were induced in rats by means of drugs: indomethacin, reserpine and serotonin and by shay rats. The extract was found to have significant (P less than 0.05) antiulcer activity against all the models studied. The LD50 was found to be 141.25 mg/kg body weight and ED50 16.5 mg/kg. Phytochemical studies revealed the presence of glycosides, saponins, and tanins. The extract does not show antimicrobial effects.